Leonard, with extreme sentiment, replied: 'No, I shall
ot. It's better like this.'
'Why better?' asked Margaret.
'No, it is better not to risk a second interview. I shall
Iways look back on this talk with you as one of the finest
lings in my life. Really. I mean this. We can never repeat.
t has done me real good, and there we had better leave
. >
'That's rather a sad view of life, surely.9
'Things so often get spoiled.9
'I know,' flashed Helen, 'but people don't.*
He could not understand this. He continued hi a vein
vhich mingled true imagination and false. What he said
vasn't wrong, but it wasn't right, and a false note jarred.
3ne little twist, they felt, and the instrument might be in
une. One little strain, and it might be silent for ever. He
hanked the ladies very much, but he would not call again.
There was a moment's awkwardness, and then Helen said:
Go then; perhaps you know best; but never forget you're
)etter than JefFeries.' And he went. Their hansom caught
lim up at the corner, passed with a waving of hands, and
/anished with its accomplished load into the evening.
London was beginning to illuminate herself against the
night Electric lights sizzled and jagged in the main thor-
oughfares, gas-lamps in the side streets glimmered a canary
gold or green. The sky was a crimson battlefield of spring,
but London was not afraid. Her smoke mitigated the
splendour, and the clouds down Oxford Street were a
delicately painted ceiling, which adorned while it did not
distract. She had never known the clear-cut armies of the
purer air. Leonard hurried through her tinted wonders,
very much part of the picture. His was a grey life, and to
brighten it he had ruled off a few corners for romance.
The Miss Schlegels - or, to speak more accurately, his
interview with them - were to fill such a corner, nor was it
by any means the first time that he had talked intimately to
strangers. The habit was analogous to a debauch, an outlet,
though the worst of outlets, for instincts that would not be
denied. Terrifying him, it would beat down his suspicions
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